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Commencement – Chairman McArdle called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. and explained the meeting procedure.  

ANR Plan – 208 Spring Street, Applicant: 210 Spring Street, LLC c/o Existing Grade Inc. 
Note: Norm Hills recused and sat in the audience.

Ed Glass representative for 210 Spring Street approached the Board and explained the application.   

Motion made by Member Ryder to endorse the ANR Plan, seconded by Member Gonsalves.
Vote: 6-0-0

SRPEDD – Discussion, Master Plan Public Forum c/o Sandy Conaty
Sandy Conaty, representative of South Coast Regional Planning and Economic Development District presented the 2014 Westport Visioning Public Forum report and three sample surveys for the Town of Westport, Fairhaven and North Attleboro (on file in Planning Office). She explained that The Westport Planning Board had requested assistance with the Master Plan survey which included having a Public Forum. 
Mr. Napolitano and Mrs.Conaty suggested that when preparing the surveys there should be about 20 questions.  The questions should not be open ended and the format needs to be clean and easy to understand; similar to the North Attleboro survey.  
Member Ryder asked if doing a survey was a prerequisite to doing a public forum.  He commented that the Town has sent many out and have not seen them to be successful.
Mrs. Conaty said it is a prerequisite in that you need to have as much public input as possible for the master plan.   The Town of Westport sent their survey out with an advertisement telling when the public forum was. You can send the survey in tax bills or other town mailings and/or in a separate mailing.  SRPEDD will provide a link to the survey to post on the town web site - the program used is called Survey Monkey. The electronic survey and the paper survey will be numbered exactly the same. 

Bill Napalitano explained that the exact survey which is done on line is also the hard copy which is distributed in the library, council on aging, Town Hall and wherever else the Board decides to distribute for access to people that are not online.  

Mrs. Conaty explained that all hard copy surveys must be entered into an electronic survey format and SRPEDD does not do that.  

Member Ferrari commented that they should look at previous master plans and to take what we have and update from the previous master plans, we shouldn’t waste the history
Mrs. Conaty explained that they look at the action items of the most recent Master Plan and they do become part of the process. They then look for new issues and changes in the Town moving forward
Clerk Hills commented that since the most recent Master Plan there been an Open Space Acquisition Plan done and a Housing Production Plan and they cover many of the same things.
Carol Sanz asked if the surveys were anonymously done.

Mrs. Conaty said you can ask the person to identify themselves but they are not required too.  You have to go with the honesty of the residents and that they are not filling out multiple forms.

Mrs. Conaty explained that our Housing Production Plan can be used as your housing section of our master plan and the Open space Plan can be used for two sections in the Master Plan.

Member Ferrari asked how to account for input based on age or specific preferences.
Mrs. Conaty explained that they may get results from more of one age group than another.  Need to make sure the surveys are given to all age groups: for example putting in children’s back packs in school, having on community websites and handed out at the council on aging so that no age group is left out. Trying to get equal responses from different age groups is more costly and time consuming.  
Mrs. Conaty and Mr. Napolitano explained that a good survey will have 25% of the households respond.  Survey Monkey will analyze the results of each question and SRPEDD will put in a format that can be read.  After the Planning Board agrees on the questions for the questionnaire SRPEDD will put into a draft questionnaire for the Board to review.   If questionnaire is approved by the Board a staff person from SRPEDD will put into survey monkey, furnish the link to the Board and post on web site.  The Board will then distribute hard copies to households with a deadline of about three weeks to respond. SRPEDD will help to plan the date and time of the forum, needing about a month to advertise the forum.  
Clerk Hills questioned that 20 questions will provide data adequate to cover all elements of the Master Plan.  
Chairman McArdle asked the Board to review the surveys provided and have comments for the next meeting, August 19. They will also discuss where to advertise to the Town to get a wider audience.
Member Ryder volunteered to speak with Tom Magauran about previous surveys done for the Town.  

Bills

Motion made by Vice – Chairman Kokkins for bill from Field Engineering for Fieldstone Farms, 7/19/2013 for $1,000 seconded by Member Ryder. 

VOTE: 5-0-1 Clerk Hills Abstain
Minutes

Motion made by Member Ryder to approve the Minutes of April 25, 2013 as amended, seconded by Vice – Chairman Kokkins.
VOTE: 2-0-3 Vice – Chairman Kokkins, Clerk Hills and Member Ferrari abstain.

Motion made by Member Ryder to approve the Minutes of April 17, 2013 as amended, seconded by Vice – Chairman Kokkins.

VOTE: 3-0-2 Clerk Hills and Member Ferrari abstain.
Chairman McArdle asked Planning Assistant to check on the quorum needed for vote on minutes. 
Discussion – Solar Bylaw

Chairman Mc Ardle explained that in the packet there was a rough draft of the Solar Bylaw dated July 23 but there had been another draft, Version 5 dated August 5 that has been passed out.   
Member Ryder noted that whatever is to be discussed at the meeting is what should be in the packet for the members to review before the meeting. And the new version should be reviewed at the next meeting giving the Board time to read it.
Clerk Hills asked if the EMC version back in June will be addressed by the Board also.

Chairman McArdle noted that she wanted to compare the two versions to see how close or how far apart they were.  She also noted that she intends to make sure everyone on the Board gets their comments heard.
Member Ferrari explained that he had gone through both documents and went through what the EMC had written and combined it with the Boards document.  Version five reflects both documents with some changes in grammatical and numerical.    They took the Commercial Solar Farms part to make it a separate bylaw from the Residential Solar bylaw because it has some unique issues.
Member Ryder referring to draft dated July 23; commented on page 9, item number two, under General Standards for all Solar Power Installations – there needs to be a time limit on removal.   
Vice – Chairman Kokkins suggested a two year time limit.  
Member Ryder suggested that there is a 180 day time limit for which a Solar Farm installation is considered abandoned and should be considered.  No decision was made.

There was concern by the Board that multiple drafts of the EMC and Planning Bylaw are being submitted to Jon Whitten.

After discussion it was decided not to make too many comments on the bylaw 7/23 which was just submitted that evening.  The Board Assistant will transmit it electronically to the Board to review for the next meeting.
Member Hills commented that the Board is not paying attention to what the EMC has presented.

Jennifer Francis commented that the Board is using an obsolete version of the EMC bylaw and it is two revisions behind just looking at the bylaw dated August 5, 2013.  
After discussion it was decided to have a special meeting Monday August 12, 2013 at 5:00P.M. The Board members should provide any bylaw comments to the Chairman and Vice – Chair by COB on 7 August to support the special meeting.  Chairman McArdle will contact Jon Witten to see exactly what he needs in order to submit the legal add for the Public Hearing notice and what the time line is for the Article for Town Meeting.       


Discussion – Topics of Subcommittees

Member Ferrari suggested breaking into two member groups to work on topics such as the Master plan, Solar Bylaw or Medical Marijuana bylaw. The value is that you do not clutter the meetings and get to the point more efficiently, have better overview and if there are questions go back to Town Counsel.  
Member Ryder commented that the Solar Bylaw is priority, the Master Plan is secondary. And in concept subcommittees will make sense to streamline the whole process.

Chairman McArdle noted that the subcommittee is not the final decision maker, it is important that the Board has input into the process. Any report should get put into the Board packet on the Friday before the meeting.  

It was decided that Member Ferrari and Clerk Hills will work on the Survey Questions for the Master Plan and where suggestions on where to advertise those questions to present at the next meeting on the August 16, 2013.
It was decided that Member Ferrari and Vice-Chairman Kokkins continue to work on the Solar Subcommittee.

Caro Sanz suggested the Board begin work on the Medical Marijuana dispensaries and Growth Farms.    
Appointments – Community Preservation Committee
It was decided to appoint Member Ryder for the Community Preservation Committee, 
Note: No formal motion made.
VOTE: 6-0-0

Motion made by Member Ryder to adjourn, seconded by Member Ferrari at 9:05P.M.

VOTE: 6-0-0

List of Documents Submitted: 

Bill Field Engineering - Fieldstone Farms  
ANR Application – 208 Spring Street

Westport Master Plan, 2014 Visioning Public Forum

Draft Solar Bylaw dated July 23 

Draft Solar Bylaw Version 5 dated August 5
Letter to Douglas Troyer dated July 18, 2013

Respectfully Submitted,
Norman Hills, Clerk
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